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ABSTRACT Leafy vegetables are consumed in most daily diets worldwide. As living standards improve,
food quality, safety requirements, and nutrition are becoming increasingly important to consumers when
purchasing leafy vegetables. This study proposes an evaluation and traceability method that can be used to
track the nutritional quality of leafy vegetables. Employing the principles of the Hazard Analysis and Critical
Control Point (HACCP) system combined with fault tree analysis (FTA), a traceability model for the entire
production and sale process of leafy vegetables is constructed. Four common leafy vegetables, spinach, rape,
lettuce, and celery are examined in this research to establish a nutritional quality index system using fuzzy
mathematics subordinate function method to evaluate nutritional quality. A nutritional quality and safety
traceability system based on browser/server architecture and quick response (QR) code is then designed and
developed for full traceability of leafy vegetable quality. This method can ensure food safety and hygiene
through the control of key factors affecting food safety throughout the entire supply chain process.

INDEX TERMS Leafy vegetables, traceability, nutritional quality, quick response (QR) code.

I. INTRODUCTION
Consumption of vegetables provides the majority of vitamin
A and C required by the human body [1]. According to a
China Industry Information report, 692.71 million tons of
vegetables were consumed in China in 2018, with per capita
consumption at approximately 475 kg annually. This amount
exceeds the annual per capita vegetable consumption of other
countries worldwide. As the country with the world’s high-
est vegetable production [2], the status of vegetables in the
daily diet of Chinese people is particularly important. From a
perspective of health, leafy vegetables are an important com-
ponent of the daily diet, providing the body with a variety of
nutrients including minerals, vitamins, and dietary fiber [3].
The various minerals and vitamins contained in leafy vegeta-
bles can stimulate appetite and regulate the acid-base balance
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in the body, while dietary fiber works to regulate the human
digestive system [4]. High rates of agricultural product safety
issues have occurred in China in recent years, including
many cases of vegetable contamination affecting the health
of consumers. As such, the quality and safety of leafy veg-
etables is receiving increasing attention from consumers. The
rapid development of information technology has facilitated
the use of traceability systems to effectively communicate
food quality and safety [5]. Traceability technology can intu-
itively provide consumers with information on the quality
of the agricultural products, increasing consumer trust in the
product.

There are five main supply chain processes before vegeta-
bles are consumed: planting, harvesting, processing, storage
and transportation, and sales (Figure 1). Problems at any
point along the production to sales process will have a dra-
matic influence on the quality of leafy vegetables, meaning
that research into a system for full quality traceability is
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FIGURE 1. Flow chart of leaf vegetable production and distribution.

essential [6]. According to research on whole-process trace-
ability, full traceability information can be recorded in the
system to achieve quality and safety monitoring of leafy veg-
etables. The newly revised ‘‘Food Safety Law of the People’s
Republic of China’’ (2018 Edition) states that food produc-
ers and operators should collect and record production and
operation information to establish a food traceability system.
The establishment of a full traceability system of agricultural
products from farmland to the dining table can promote the
development of transparent management of the entire supply
chain. This process also provides an easy method of detecting
quality and safety issues in products and locating the process
in which it occurs, meaning the product can be recalled with
adequate time. As such, it is an effective means to ensure
national food quality and safety.

Vegetal or animal food traceability from the perspective of
the relationship between soil-plant-animal is an increasingly
important global concern.

Food quality and safety are important to human health.
The focus of current research is on the use of traceability
technology to obtain information on food quality and safety;
however, few studies have examined the nutritional quality of
leafy vegetables. Several studies have established traceability
systems for the production of leafy vegetables, and these
technologies primarily involve tracing information relating to
quality and safety. However, few studies have examined the
traceability of leafy vegetable nutritional quality information,
which has often resulted in an inability to meet consumer
demand for vegetable nutritional quality information. The
nutritional quality of leafy vegetables primarily refers to the
nutrient content of leafy vegetables. However, because leafy
vegetables are diverse, the nutritional characteristics of leafy
vegetables differ—often even between species. Simply com-
paring the contents of various nutrients does not accurately
capture the nutritional quality. Therefore, there is a demand
for the scientific method to be used to comprehensively eval-
uate the nutritional quality of leafy vegetables, which not
only transmits information on the nutritional quality of leafy
vegetables to consumers through the traceability system but

also helps improve the commercial value of the products of
vegetable production and operation enterprises.

The main contributions of this paper are as follows.
First, to develop an optimal means by which consumers

could obtain information on leafy vegetable quality and safety
online, we studied the entire process from the production to
the sale of leafy vegetables. Specifically, we traced several
different types of information across the entire supply chain
and proposed a quality and safety traceability system for
China’s leafy vegetables. Second, as the existing traceability
system lacks assessments of the nutritional quality of leafy
vegetables, this study explores a method for the comprehen-
sive evaluation of the nutritional quality of leafy vegetables,
analyzes the indicators reflecting quality, proposes nutritional
quality grading standards, and uses nutritional index content
and the results of evaluations to characterize the nutritional
quality of the products. This information is then added to
the traceability system. Finally, the platform ASP.NET was
used as the development language to establish a high-quality
and safe traceability system based on a browser/server (B/S)
architecture. Traceability information for consumers is then
stored in the QR code on product packaging.

The remainder of the paper is organized as follows.
Section II introduces the related works and discusses the most
relevant previous findings. In Section III, the architecture
of the proposed nutritional quality and safety traceability
system is described in detail. Section IV presents the results of
several analyses of the traceability system, including Hazard
Analysis, Critical Control Point (HACCP) analysis, fault
tree analysis (FTA), and the membership function method.
In Section V, the implementation of the entire process of the
traceability system of leafy vegetables is described, and the
QR code error correction effect is verified. Finally, Section VI
concludes the paper and provides possible optimization
directions for further system development.

II. RELATED WORK
Vegetal or animal food traceability from the perspective of
the relationship between soil-plant-animal has become an
increasingly important global concern.With the advancement
of science and technology and changes in market demand,
understanding and improving research and developmental
trends of the traceability system have played an important
role in studies of the traceability system. Researchers both in
China and abroad have discussed the possibility of combining
traceability systems to improve the current management of
food quality and safety.

Dulf et al. proposed a methodology for a vegetable food
traceability system in which the area of vegetables har-
vested and global yield are taken into consideration [7].
Mainetti et al. proposed a web-based, low-cost traceability
system for vegetable quality and safety supervision for ready-
to-eat fresh vegetables using a system database to manage
the vegetable production process [8]. Significant progress
has also been made in research on traceability systems in
China. For example, Jiang et al. [9] designed a leafy vegetable
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tracing system based on quick-response (QR) code, Radio
Frequency Identification (RFID), wireless network sensing,
and other technology. This method facilitates the full tracking
of the production line from seed to sales, ensuring leafy veg-
etable quality and safety supervision. Jin et al. [10] proposed
a food safety traceability system based on the Internet of
Things, in which three kinds of heterogeneous multi-source
information are processed to track food safety. Lin et al. [11]
proposed a food safety traceability system based on the
blockchain and EPC Information Services. They also devel-
oped a prototype system that showed superior perfor-
mance in tamper-proof ability, privacy protection, the degree
of decentralization, and the amount of on-chain data.
Numerous researchers have established traceability systems
for the vegetable production process, and most have focused
on the traceability of quality and safety issues. However, few
studies have been conducted on the traceability of vegetable
nutritional quality information; consequently, the consumer
demand for such nutritional information remains unfulfilled.
The nutritional contents of each vegetable are varied, and
there are also often differences between vegetable species.
Comparing the contents of various nutrients separately does
not fully reflect nutritional quality; thus, a scientific and com-
prehensive method for evaluating the nutritional quality of
vegetables is required. This information can then be provided
to consumers through the traceability system. This process
is also helpful for vegetable producers as it enhances the
commercial value of their products.

To develop a feasible approach for the nutritional quality
and safety traceability system for China’s leafy vegetable
supply chain, HACCP analysis, FTA, the membership func-
tion method, and QR code are needed to obtain foundational
knowledge.

A. HACCP ANALYSIS
The HACCP system is a food safety assurance system that
is recognized and accepted internationally. It is a scientific,
reasonable, and systematic method for hazard identifica-
tion, evaluation, and control. The HAACP system ensures
quality in production, processing, manufacture, and prepa-
ration of food in consumption, as well as safety during
consumption [12], [13].

Using the HACCP system can ensure the wholemonitoring
process is safe and scientific. The analysis of key control
points provides the basis for establishing the entire process
traceability system of leafy vegetables. The HACCP system
is a quality and safety control methodology that compre-
hensively analyzes the biological, chemical, and physical
hazards that may occur in all processes, and establishes con-
trol measures to minimize hazards. The system generally
consists of seven steps: hazard analysis (HA), determine for
critical control points (CCP), determine for critical limits
(CL), establishment of monitoring procedures, establishment
of corrective measures, establishment of verification, and
establishment of an effective record-keeping program [14].
A comprehensive HACCP analysis can be completed using

the above seven steps. The HA and CCP are used to analyze
the whole process of production, storage, and transportation
of leafy vegetables, which can identify potential hazards in
the entire process and obtain the critical control points that
require monitoring. This method provides a basis for con-
structing a traceability system of leaf quality and safety.

B. FAULT TREE ANALYSIS
Fault tree analysis is a graph-based logic deduction method
which connects various events through logical symbols to
form a tree diagram composed of logical relationships [15].
This method is used to evaluate the security of a system and
is based on deductive reasoning, using the tree to represent
possible breeches of the system and various causes of the inci-
dent. Qualitative and quantitative methods are employed in
analysis of the accident tree to identify the main cause of the
accident [15], [16]. The fault tree is made up of events which
include the top event (the system’s least desirable event),
basic or bottom event (the smallest unit event that caused
the top event to occur), non-basic events (negligible, low
probability events), and intermediate event (event between
top event and basic event).

In FTA, a circle is commonly used to represent a basic
event, a rectangle represents a top event or an intermediate
event, and a diamond represents a non-basic event. The logic
symbols used to connect events mainly include AND gates
andORgates. AnANDgate representsmultiple events failing
at the same time, causing the output event to fail. An OR gate
means that a single event failed, causing the output event to
fail.

The FTA process can typically be divided into the follow-
ing steps: determining the analysis target, construction of the
fault tree, simplifying and normalizing the complex fault tree,
qualitative analysis, quantitative analysis, and summarizing
FTA results.

C. MEMBERSHIP FUNCTION METHOD
The main methods of agricultural product quality evalu-
ation include sensory quality evaluation [17], [18], mean
nutritional value assessment [19], [20], principal component
analysis [21], and the subordinates of fuzzy mathematics
function method. Sensory quality evaluation is often influ-
enced by subjective factors. For this method, the average
nutritional assessment technique is applied to a small number
of evaluation parameters, then the average amount of the
detection values of nutrient composition indicators are cal-
culated. The principal component analysis method is suitable
for a large number of evaluation parameters, and in order
to simplify the data structure, a new comprehensive index is
sought. The linear relationship between the original indicator,
principal component contribution rate, and the correlation of
the index is first established to discern the index that has
the greatest impact on the product. The average membership
function value of fuzzy mathematics is then employed to
indicate the relative quality of the comprehensive index in the
evaluation. This method been used successfully in previous

VOLUME 8, 2020 161263



Y. Dong et al.: Nutritional Quality and Safety Traceability System for China’s Leafy Vegetable Supply Chain

nutritional quality analysis of agricultural products [22], [23].
Zhang et al. used the membership function method of fuzzy
mathematics to analyze and evaluate the nutritional quality
of different varieties of radish, finding varieties with supe-
rior nutritional quality among 18 kinds of radishes [24].
Bai et al. also used the average membership function method
to achieve an effective comprehensive evaluation of nutri-
tional quality when investigating the correlation analysis of
potato nutrients [25].

This study utilizes the fuzzy mathematics membership
function method to incorporate nutritional quality into the
system. According to the average membership function value
of good and poor quality indicators, the higher the average
membership function value of the good quality, the higher
the good index content, and the better the nutritional quality.
Conversely, the larger the averagemembership function value
of poor quality, the worse the quality. The difference between
the two can be used for comprehensive evaluation, which is
proportional to the nutritional quality [26].

The basic steps of the membership function method of
fuzzy mathematics are described as follows:

1) After determining the various nutritional quality indi-
cators of the leafy vegetables, membership function values
of the various nutritional quality indicators are calculated
according to (1):

X (µ) =
X − Xmin

Xmax − Xmin
(1)

where X is a detected value of an index, Xmax is the maximum
values, and Xmin is the minimum values.
2) According to the membership function value of the

reference value of the nutritional quality evaluation index
and the membership function value of the measured value,
the average membership function values of each type are
individually calculated according to (2):

Xi =

∑
Xij
n

(2)

where i is the average membership function value, j is the
type of quality indicator, Xij is the jth quality indicator of the
ith average membership function value, and n is the number
of quality indicators when calculating the ith average mem-
bership function value.

3) The difference between the average membership func-
tion values of the two types of indicators of the reference
value and the detected value is then respectively calculated as
a reference difference value and a detection difference value.

D. QR CODE
The QR code is often used in the traceability evaluation
process due to its text information storage capacity. By scan-
ning the QR code with a smart phone, the consumer can
easily obtain traceability information about the product.
Two-dimensional code technology is also increasingly
employed in the study of traceability systems. Peng et al.
used two-dimensional code to carry information on planting,

processing, and sales in the vegetable supply chain, making
it convenient for consumers to obtain traceability information
from intelligent terminals [27].

In this paper, the code rule for QR code is used with
longitudinal combining of the nutritional quality information
of leafy vegetables obtained during the process of quality
evaluation. A different code model is utilized for different
kinds of information during coding, and the resulting QR
code for mobile phones can be used to communicate the
nutritional quality of leafy vegetables [28]. AQR code has the
following advantages: a larger amount of data can be stored
in the QR code; mixed content such as numbers, characters,
and Chinese text can be utilized; certain fault tolerance is
provided (meaning that it can be read normally after partial
damage); it contains high space utilization.

During the processing of leafy vegetables, the complex-
ity of the environment may cause QR code malfunction,
so the error-correction ability of the QR code is important.
The error-correcting code of the QR code is generated after
the data sequence code is produced according to the error-
correction algorithm. This error-correction code can guar-
antee that the symbols maintain readability after suffering
staining or a certain degree of damage, to ensure the QR code
retains the information.

The coding used for QR code error-correction is based
on Reed-Solomon (RS) cycle error control code generation.
The RS code can correct random errors and burst errors, and
can be used to construct alternative code. Using RS code
provides a strong error correction capability with high cod-
ing efficiency, convenient construction, a relatively simple
algorithm, and is easy to implement in a digital system. It is
the most effective and widely used method of error-control
coding and provides a two-dimensional bar code.

III. DESIGN OF NUTRITIONAL QUALITY AND SAFETY
TRACEABILITY SYSTEM FOR LEAFY VEGETABLES
A. STRUCTURE OF THE SYSTEM
The overall framework of the traceability system structure
established in this paper is provided in Figure 2. The system is
designed from the two perspectives of production enterprises
and consumers. As can be seen from Figure 2, the entire
traceability system is divided into the information collection
layer, information processing layer, service layer, and user
layer.

The information collection layer is mainly used to collect
information about planting, harvesting and processing, stor-
age and transportation, sales, origin detection, and market
or supermarket entry detection recorded by enterprises that
produce and circulate leafy vegetables. A product file will
then be created using this information and uploaded to the
traceability center database by the information processing
layer to save or create traceability information. The service
layer refers to the terminals that can provide traceability
information, including smart phones, computers, and query
terminal machines provided by the supermarket. The user

161264 VOLUME 8, 2020



Y. Dong et al.: Nutritional Quality and Safety Traceability System for China’s Leafy Vegetable Supply Chain

FIGURE 2. Overall structure of the traceability system.

layer is an interactive system that allows producers, operators,
and consumers to carry out the transmission of information.

According to the overall design of the system, the seven
functional modules of the quality and safety traceability sys-
tem are illustrated in Figure 3. The planting information man-
agement module includes information on the production site
environment, seed type, planter, and field management; the
harvesting and processing information management module
includes the records of harvesting information, processing
information, packaging information, and operator informa-
tion; the storage and transportation information management
module includes information on storage and transportation
methods and conditions, as well as management and trans-
portation; the producer/pre-marketing detection information
management module covers the detection information of
quality and safety indicators of the leafy vegetables at the

production site and before entering the market, as well as the
nutritional quality evaluation results at the production site;
the traceability information query module includes producer
information, with quality safety and nutritional quality infor-
mation stored in a two-dimensional code for consumers to
access using smart phones; the login module predominantly
refers to the verification of the user’s identity, distinguishing
the consumer user from management personnel and setting
access rights.

B. SYSTEM DATABASE
The trace information and data of the leafy vegetables is the
basis for constructing the entire traceability system. A system
data flow chart is then created according to the structure
and function design results of the quality and safety of leafy
vegetables. Figure 4 illustrates how each process is gener-
ated in the system. Corresponding information must then be
entered into the traceability system. According to the results
of HACCP and FTA, it is necessary to collect the business
information data of key points including field management,
production place, quality and safety detection, and storage
and transportation before the market, to ensure quality and
safety traceability.

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A. HACCP ANALYSIS RESULTS
According to the HACCP principle, this study analyzes the
potential hazards of leafy vegetable planting, post-harvest
processing, storage, transportation, and sales. The following
Table 1 summarizes the potential hazards for leafy vegetables
in circulation. Utilizing the principle of HACCP, the potential
hazard is judged on whether it is a critical control point or not.

Results of the hazard analysis confirm that the key control
points in the process of leaf vegetable production and dis-
tribution are origin selection, field management, production
place inspection, storage, transportation, and supermarket
inspection.

FIGURE 3. Functional modules of the traceability system.
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FIGURE 4. System data flow chart.

B. FTA RESULTS
1) RESULTS OF FAULT TREE CONSTRUCTION
In this study, the peak event is identified as the problem affect-
ing the quality and safety of leafy vegetables. The intermedi-
ate events and the basic events are confirmed by the analysis
of the event, layer by layer. Qualitative analysis of the tracing
process of leafy vegetables, including planting, post-harvest
processing, quality and safety inspection, storage, transporta-
tion, and sales is then undertaken to determine intermediate
events. Basic and non-basic events are connected to top events
through logical events [19], as shown in Figure 5.

Before qualitative analysis of the fault tree can be under-
taken, simplified and normalized processing is first per-
formed. Pretreatment can reduce computational complexity
and improve the analysis speed of the fault tree. Simpli-
fication mainly refers to the removal of redundant events
and logical gates. The events are represented by code for
further normalization such that the fault tree contains only
top events, intermediate events, and basic events, as well as
AND gates and OR gates [29]. The normalized fault tree is
shown in Figure 6.

2) QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS RESULTS OF FTA
The main purpose of qualitative analysis of the fault tree is
to identify all the minimum cutsets. The higher the number,

the less reliable the system is. In this paper, the descending
method (Fussell-Vesely) and Boolean algebra method are
used to determine the minimum cutset [30] [31].

The steps to determine the minimum cutset based on
descending method are shown in Table 5. The top event T
is the OR gate, and the top events M1∼M5 are written in a
column. The above five intermediate events are then searched
individually. For example, the M1 is OR gate, and its three
input events M6, M13, and M14 are written in one column.
All M6, M13, and M14 are AND gates, and these input
events are written in a line, respectively. Under M2 is the
OR gate, and the input event is written into a column. Under
M9 is the AND gate, and the input event is written as a line.
Under M3 is the OR gate, and the basic events X2∼X5 are
written into one column. Under M4 is the OR gate, M10,
M11 are written as a column, M10 and M11 are all AND
gates, and the input events are put into one row, respectively.
Under M5 is the AND gate, and the input events are put into
a row.

According to Table 2, it can be concluded that all cutsets
of the fault tree are:

{X9X24X25}, {X26X27}, {X28X29X30}, {X12},

{X14X16X17}, {X2}, {X3}, {X4}, {X5}

{X19X21}, {X22X23}, {X6X8}
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TABLE 1. Analysis of whole process hazards of leafy vegetables and key control points.

TABLE 2. Downstream method for minimum cut set process.

The minimum cutset obtained by Boolean algebra method is
as follows:

T = M1+M2+M3+M4+M5

= (M6+M13+M14)+ (X12+M9)+ X2+ X3

+X4+ X5+ (M10+M11)+M5

= (X9X24X25+ X26X27+ X28X29X30)

+(X12+ X14X16X17)+ X2+ X3

+X4+ X5+ (X19X21+ X22X23)+ X6X8

It can be seen that the minimum cutset obtained by Boolean
algebra method is identical to the the cutset obtained by the
descendingmethod. Therefore, the 12minimum cutsets of the
fault tree in this paper are:

{X9X24X25}, {X26X27}, {X28X29X30}, {X12},

{X14X16X17}, {X2}, {X3}, {X4}, {X5}

{X19X21}, {X22X23}, {X6X8}

The number of minimum cutsets can reflect the degree of
danger to the system and the leafy vegetable quality. The
safety fault tree includes 12 minimum cutsets, indicating that
the system is more dangerous.

The minimum cutset is of great significance for reducing
the possibility of problems in the traceability process of leafy
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FIGURE 5. Logical events tree.

FIGURE 6. Normalized fault tree.

vegetables. According to the definition of the minimum cut-
set, it is known that quality problems of leafy vegetables will
not occur when at least one basic event in the minimum cutset
does not occur, or the occurrence probability is significantly
reduced.

A single point of failure can be eliminated by removing the
first-order minimum cutset [32]. The 12 minimum cutsets of
the single-leaf vegetables quality and safety fault tree are the
first-order minimum cutsets, indicating that the basic events
{X12}, {X2}, {X3}, {X4}, and {X5} are most likely to cause
the top event to occur. The first-order minimum cutset has a
great influence on the reliability of the system, so the primary
objective is to eliminate it as must as possible.

3) QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS RESULTS OF FTA
a: RESULTS OF STRUCTURAL IMPORTANCE ANALYSIS
The important coefficient of each basic event is calculated
according to the above formula, then all basic events are
sorted according to the calculation result. This process deter-
mines which basic events need to be monitored in the fault
tree, and proposes control measures to improve system reli-
ability. The importance of the quality and safety of leafy
vegetables constructed in this paper are analyzed during this
process, and the ranking results are provided as follows:

I (X5) = I (X4) = I (X3) = I (X2) = I (X12)

> I (X8) = I (X6) = I (X23) = I (X22) = I (X21)

= I (X19) = I (X27) = I (X26)

> I (X17) = I (X16) = I (X14) = I (X30) = I (X29)

= I (X28) = I (X25) = I (X24) = I (X9)

The above results show that the basic events X2∼X5 (detec-
tion process) and X12 (harvesting process) are the events
which have the highest structural importance for all basic
events. Additionally, these events all belong to the first-order
minimum cutset in the fault tree, which can easily affect
the reliability of the system and require the most monitor-
ing attention. The structural importance of the basic events
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TABLE 3. Basic event probability importance ranking table.

in the planting process is generally low, and the structural
importance of the basic events in the post-harvest processing,
storage, transportation, and sales process is at an intermediate
level.

b: RESULTS OF PROBABILITY IMPORTANCE ANALYSIS
According to the previously outlined structural importance
and probability importance analysis methods, the importance
analysis of the quality and safety fault tree of leafy vegetables
is carried out. Table 3 lists the specific contents of each
basic event in the fault tree and calculates the probability of
each basic event degree. This paper lists the probability of
occurrence of each basic event by summarizing the data of
the predecessors and the opinions of experts. According to
the data, the probability of occurrence of a fault caused by
human factors in the basic event is set to 0.003 (3.00× 10−3),
and the probability of occurrence of an event caused by other
factors is set as the relative probability. Thus, the analysis of
probability importance can be performed and the basic event
with a greater degree of influence on the top event can be
determined.

Based on results presented in Table 3, the following con-
clusions can be drawn:
a. The leafy vegetable quality and safety failure tree top

event occurrence probability is P(T) = 0.01495.
b. Probability importance analysis results can reflect which

basic event probability reduction can reduce the top event
probability. The results show that for the basic events X2, X3,
X4, X5, and X12, probability changes have a greater impact
on top event probability change. Larger risk factors require
more monitoring and specific actions taken to prevent top
events from occurring. The influence of X9, X24, and X25 is
relatively small, and the remaining events are moderately
affected.
c.With the development of agriculturally related technolo-

gies, the probability of basic events involved in the whole
process of leafy vegetable traceability may alter, resulting in
changes to the analysis of probability importance.

Based on the analysis of structural importance and proba-
bility importance of the fault tree of leafy vegetables, it can
be determined that, among the various factors that cause leafy
vegetables to be unable to circulate due to either quality or

safety issues, the key control point is pre-marketing detection
which is the last process before entering the market, and
must be tested in strict accordance with the given standards.
The use of fertilizers during the planting process is also a
key monitoring point. Although the impact of different basic
events on the top event varies, to ensure the reliability of
the system, it is still necessary to consider all influencing
factors and propose preventive and control measures to trace
the quality and safety of leafy vegetables.

C. RESULTS OF NUTRITIONAL QUALITY CLASSIFICATION
OF LEAFY VEGETABLES
Using the fuzzy function subordinate function method to
process the reference values of the four leafy vegetables
nutritional quality indicators, the membership function value
of each index is calculated, and the results are provided
in Table 4.

TABLE 4. Membership function value of the Nutritional quality index
reference value of leafy vegetables.

The average membership function value is also calculated
as a grading standard for comprehensive evaluation, and the
grading results of leafy vegetables nutritional quality are
shown in Table 5.

According to the proposed evaluation method, the data
is then substituted for verification. In this investigation,
leaf lettuce from Beijing Xiaotangshan, purchased from
Beijing Century Hualian Supermarket, was used as a sample.
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TABLE 5. Grading of leafy vegetable nutritional quality based on average membership function values.

TABLE 6. Detection value and membership function value of nutritional quality index of lettuce in supermarket.

The chemical quality index was tested according to the detec-
tion method described above. The test results are presented
in Table 6, from which the membership function values of
the respective nutritional quality indicators were calculated.

The average membership function values and differences
of the two types of indicators were further calculated and
compared with the reference value of the lettuce nutritional
quality index (Table 7 ). The nutritional quality of the sample
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TABLE 7. Average membership value of leaf lettuce in supermarket.

was then comprehensively evaluated according to the classifi-
cation results of the nutritional quality of the leafy vegetables.

According to the comparison results in Table 6, the nutri-
tional quality of the leaf lettuce purchased at the supermarket
was comprehensively evaluated. Vitamin content of the let-
tuce was evaluated according to a comparison of the average
membership function value of the good quality index with
the reference value. Nutrient quality indicators were also
assessed, e.g., it was found thatmineral elements present were
in the middle-upper level. The average membership function
value of the adverse quality index was greater than 0.5,
indicating that the content of nitrates in the evaluated lettuce
was too high, affecting the nutritional quality. It can also be
observed that the difference between the two is small, at less
than 0.1, so the nutritional quality evaluation result of the
lettuce sample was judged to be poor.

V. SYSTEM IMPLEMENTATION AND ANALYSIS
A. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WHOLE PROCESS
TRACEABILITY SYSTEM OF LEAFY VEGETABLES
This study combines the quality and safety traceability model
of leafy vegetables using ASP.NET as the development lan-
guage, and develops a full-track traceability system for leafy
vegetables based onB/S architecture for productionmanagers
and consumers. The system can provide key information on
important monitoring processes in the production, process-
ing, storage, transportation, distribution, and sale of leafy
vegetables. The main interface of the system includes home-
page, traceability code query, standards for vegetable safety,
news, and technical services, as shown in Figure 7. The user
can log in through the homepage, then the code query is used
to access traceability information by inputting the traceability
code (Figure 8).

Trace information of the leafy vegetable provided to the
customer, including producer, quality, safety, and nutritional
information, is stored in two-dimensional code which has the
capacity to store the most text information (Figure 8).

The consumer only needs to scan the QR code with a
smartphone to enter the traceability platform and access a
large amount of traceability information. Figure 9 provides
the information (seeding, prevention, irrigation, fertilization,
nutrition) obtained by scanning the traceability QR code with
WeChat.

B. QR CODE ERROR CORRECTION TEST RESULTS
The QR code on the package of vegetables may be damaged
during the packaging, transportation, and marketing of prod-
ucts. The error correction ability of QR code can guarantee

FIGURE 7. Main system interface.

FIGURE 8. Tracing code query results.

FIGURE 9. Information obtained by scanning QR code with WeChat.

some degree of recognition, but it will be hard to recognize
the code if there is significant damage. The recognition rate of
QR code was tested using different error correction levels in

VOLUME 8, 2020 161271



Y. Dong et al.: Nutritional Quality and Safety Traceability System for China’s Leafy Vegetable Supply Chain

combination with different damage conditions to determine
the suitable error correction level (L, M, Q, H). The test
picture is shown in Figure 10.

FIGURE 10. Test pictures generated by different error correction levels.

Damage condition was tested at 5%, 10%, 15%, 20%, 25%,
and 30% in this research. Figure 11 shows the pretext process
results of the samples which were damaged (breakage and
defacement) at 15% condition under four error correction
levels, L, M, Q, and H.

FIGURE 11. QR code samples at 15% damage condition.

Each damage condition of the samples was tested 25 times.
The recognition results of the samples with different breakage
condition for different error correction levels are provided
in Table 8, and the recognition results of the samples with
different defacement condition for different error correction
levels are provided in Table 9.

TABLE 8. Recognition results of the samples with different breakage
condition for different error correction levels.

TABLE 9. Recognition results of the samples with different defacement
condition for different error correction levels.

As shown in Figure 12, the recognition rate of the QR
code generated by different error correction levels can be
calculated according to the results of Tables 8 and 9.

FIGURE 12. Recognition rate of QR codes generated by different error
correction levels.

To further explore the recognition ability of QR codes
generated by H-level, a damage location test was conducted.
In the test, 25 predicted break points were uniformly searched
on the generated QR code (Figure 13(a)) for 5%, 10%, 15%,
20%, 25%, and 30% breakage tests. The recognition rate
under different damage conditions is shown in Figure 13(b)
and Figure 13(c).

By comparing the test results above, the following
conclusions can be drawn:
a. Comparing the tested pictures illustrates that the higher

the error correction level, the more error correction code
characters are added to the encoded text in the QR code,
resulting in more complicated coding patterns.
b. The QR code generated with the error correction level H

still has certain recognition ability when there is about 30%
damage, and the recognition abilities of the QR code gener-
ated by levels L,M, andQ are severely degraded at 10%, 15%,
and 25%, respectively. Therefore, from a single consideration
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FIGURE 13. Analysis of the damage degree and recognition rate.

of recognition performance, the error correction level H is the
best QR code error correction level.
c. Regardless of error correction level, the generated QR

code exhibits higher recognition ability when subjected to 5%
breakage or defacement. For QR codes generated by the same
error correction level, the defaced QR code is more capable of
being identified than the broken QR code when the damage
area is higher than 5%.
d. If the points P1, P5, and P21, which represent the

position detection graphics, are damaged by more than 5%,
the QR code loses the ability to be recognized. Therefore,
the QR code should be placed in the position of the pack-
aging bag where the three points will not be easily broken or
defaced.

VI. CONCLUSION
According to the analysis and research carried out in this
paper, the following conclusions can be obtained:
a. A traceability model for quality and safety of

leafy vegetables was constructed based on the HACCP
system and FTA method. The key control points in
the leaf-vegetable production-transport-sale process were
obtained using HACCP analysis. Qualitative and quantitative
analysis on related events was then conducted using FTA.
According to the analysis results, it can be seen that in the
process of field management and storage and transporta-
tion, the safety interval between the production environment,
field management, harvesting process, place of production,
and inspection by the supermarket are the key points that
require monitoring in the traceability process. By monitoring
these processes, problems can be discovered in time, thereby
improving the reliability of the entire traceability process.
b. An index system for nutritional quality evaluation was

constructed according to the nutritional quality characteris-
tics of leafy vegetables. Specific nutritional quality indicators
were determined according to the nutritional characteristics
of four common leafy vegetables. The Chinese national stan-
dard was chosen as the detection method to determine each
nutritional quality index. The membership function method
of fuzzymathematics was then used to evaluate the nutritional

quality of leafy vegetables, allowing the leafy vegetables to
be graded according to their nutritional quality. The results of
the nutritional quality evaluation can be used as the nutritional
quality information within the entire traceability system,
which improves the traceability information of the system.
c. A traceability system for the quality and safety of leafy

vegetables was both designed and realized. The ASP.NET
framework was used as the development language to create
a quality and safety traceability system for leafy vegetables
based on B/S architecture which provides comprehensive
traceability information. Consumer information, including
records, inquiries, and nutritional quality information, was
then stored in a two-dimensional code. This method enables
the consumer to use a smart phone to scan the code of leafy
vegetables to quickly obtain traceability information of the
product.

REFERENCES
[1] E. M. Yahia and A. Carrillo-Lopez, Eds., Postharvest Physiology and Bio-

chemistry of Fruits and Vegetables. Sawston, U.K.: Woodhead Publishing,
2019, pp. 19–45.

[2] L. C. Offringa,M. V. Stanton,M. E. Hauser, and C. D. Gardner, ‘‘Fruits and
vegetables versus vegetables and fruits: Rhyme and reason for word order
in health messages,’’ Amer. J. Lifestyle Med., vol. 13, no. 3, pp. 224–234,
May 2019.

[3] M. A. Jayasinghe, S. P. Senadheera, I. Wijesekara, and k. K. Ranaweera,
‘‘Determination ofmacronutrient compositions in selected, frequently con-
sumed leafy vegetables, prepared according to common culinary methods
in Sri Lanka,’’ Vidyodaya J. Sci., vol. 22, no. 2, pp. 1–6, 2019.

[4] V. Ramya and P. Patel, ‘‘Health benefits of vegetables’’ IJCS, vol. 7, no. 2,
pp. 82–87, Jan. 2019.

[5] D. E. Matzembacher, I. D. Carmo Stangherlin, L. A. Slongo, and
R. Cataldi, ‘‘An integration of traceability elements and their impact in
consumer’s trust,’’ Food Control, vol. 92, pp. 420–429, Oct. 2018.

[6] P. Olsen and M. Borit, ‘‘The components of a food traceability system,’’
Trends Food Sci. Technol., vol. 77, pp. 143–149, Jul. 2018.

[7] F. Dulf, A. Odagiu, and C. Balint, ‘‘Methodology of traceability destined
to vegetable food resources,’’ ProEnvironment/ProMediu, vol. 12, pp. 5–9,
Mar. 2019.

[8] L. Mainetti, L. Patrono, M. L. Stefanizzi, and R. Vergallo, ‘‘An innovative
and low-cost gapless traceability system of fresh vegetable products using
RF technologies and EPCglobal standard,’’ Comput. Electron. Agricult.,
vol. 98, pp. 146–157, Oct. 2013, doi: 10.1016/j.compag.2013.07.015.

[9] H. Jiang, X. Hu, Y. Yuan, Y. Liu, L. Zhou, and J. Zhou, ‘‘Design and imple-
mentation of leaf vegetable traceability system,’’ Agricult. Eng., vol. 8,
no. 6, pp. 47–51, Jun. 2018, doi: 10.3969/j.issn.2095-1795.2018.06.009.

VOLUME 8, 2020 161273

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.compag.2013.07.015
http://dx.doi.org/10.3969/j.issn.2095-1795.2018.06.009


Y. Dong et al.: Nutritional Quality and Safety Traceability System for China’s Leafy Vegetable Supply Chain

[10] C. Jin, R. Levi, Q. Liang, N. Renegar, and J. Zhou. (Dec. 2,
2019). Food Safety and the Adoption of Traceability: Evidence From
a Wholesale Market Field Survey in China. [Online]. Available:
https://ssrn.com/abstract=3497135

[11] Q. Lin, H. Wang, X. Pei, and J. Wang, ‘‘Food safety traceability system
based on blockchain and EPCIS,’’ IEEE Access, vol. 7, pp. 20698–20707,
Feb. 2019.

[12] A. Jackowska-Tracz, M. Tracz, and K. Anusz, ‘‘Integrated approach across
prerequisite programmes and procedures based on HACCP principles,’’
Medycyna Weterynaryjna, vol. 74, no. 4, pp. 219–223, 2018.

[13] X. Wang, D. Fu, G. Fruk, E. Chen, and X. Zhang, ‘‘Improving qual-
ity control and transparency in honey peach export chain by a multi-
sensors-managed traceability system,’’FoodControl, vol. 88, pp. 169–180,
Jun. 2018, doi: 10.1016/j.foodcont.2018.01.008.

[14] C. A. Wallace, W. H. Sperber, and S. E. Mortimore, Food Safety for the
21st Century: Managing HACCP and Food Safety Throughout the Global
Supply Chain. Hoboken, NJ, USA: Wiley, Aug. 2018.

[15] E. Ruijters, S. Schivo, M. Stoelinga, and A. Rensink, ‘‘Uniform anal-
ysis of fault trees through model transformations,’’ in Proc. Annu.
Rel. Maintainability Symp. (RAMS), Jan. 2017, pp. 1–7, doi: 10.1109/
RAM.2017.7889759.

[16] J. F. W. Peeters, R. J. I. Basten, and T. Tinga, ‘‘Improving failure analysis
efficiency by combining FTA and FMEA in a recursive manner,’’ Rel. Eng.
Syst. Saf., vol. 172, pp. 36–44, Apr. 2018, doi: 10.1016/j.ress.2017.11.024.

[17] A. Kumar, J. P. S. Gill, J. S. Bedi, M. Manav, M. J. Ansari, and G. S. Walia,
‘‘Sensorial and physicochemical analysis of Indian honeys for assessment
of quality and floral origins,’’ Food Res. Int., vol. 108, pp. 571–583,
Jun. 2018, doi: 10.1016/j.foodres.2018.04.005.

[18] Q. Li, L. Zhang, and Y. Luo, ‘‘Changes in microbial communities and qual-
ity attributes of whitemuscle and darkmuscle from common carp (cyprinus
carpio) during chilled and freeze-chilled storage,’’FoodMicrobiol., vol. 73,
pp. 237–244, Aug. 2018.

[19] M. A. Gholami, M. Forouzmand, M. Khajavi, S. Hossienifar, and
R. Naghiha, ‘‘Effect of different corn processing methods on enzyme pro-
ducing bacteria, protozoa, fermentation and histomorphometry of rumen
in fattening lambs,’’ Veterinary Res. Forum, vol. 9, no. 1, pp. 43–48,
Mar. 2018.

[20] S. B. J. Pitts, L. Jahns, Q.Wu, N. E. Moran, R. A. Bell, K. P. Truesdale, and
M. N. Laska, ‘‘A non-invasive assessment of skin carotenoid status through
reflection spectroscopy is a feasible, reliable and potentially valid measure
of fruit and vegetable consumption in a diverse community sample,’’Public
Health Nutrition, vol. 21, no. 9, pp. 1664–1670, Jun. 2018.

[21] X.-L. Xie and A.-B. Li, ‘‘Identification of soil profile classes using depth-
weighted visible–near-infrared spectral reflectance,’’ Geoderma, vol. 325,
pp. 90–101, Sep. 2018.

[22] A. Runfola, A. Perna, E. Baraldi, and G. L. Gregori, ‘‘The use of qualitative
case studies in top business and management journals: A quantitative
analysis of recent patterns,’’ Eur. Manage. J., vol. 35, no. 1, pp. 116–127,
Feb. 2017, doi: 10.1016/j.emj.2016.04.001.

[23] C. C. Ngugi, E. Oyoo-Okoth, J. O. Manyala, K. Fitzsimmons, and
A. Kimotho, ‘‘Characterization of the nutritional quality of amaranth
leaf protein concentrates and suitability of fish meal replacement in Nile
tilapia feeds,’’ Aquaculture Rep., vol. 5, pp. 62–69, Feb. 2017, doi: 10.
1016/j.aqrep.2017.01.003.

[24] Z. Sujun, L. I. Xinghe, L. Cunjing, T. Liyuan, Z. Xiangyun, and
Z. Jianhong, ‘‘Analysis and evaluation on nutritive quality indicators of
different varieties of radish,’’ Northern Horticulture, vol. 11, pp. 8–14,
Jun. 2018.

[25] L. Bai, J. P. Xiao, and H. C. Guo, ‘‘Nutritional quality assessment on 130
potato cultivars,’’ Food Nutrition in China, vol. 23, no. 2, pp. 70–74, 2017.

[26] M. Jakubczyk, ‘‘Estimating the membership function of the fuzzy
willingness-to-pay/accept for health via Bayesian modelling,’’ in Recent
Developments and the New Direction in Soft-Computing Foundations
and Applications, vol. 361. Cham, Switzerland: Springer, May 2018,
pp. 537–547, doi: 10.1007/978-3-319-75408-6_41.

[27] Y. Peng, L. Zhang, Z. Song, J. Yan, X. Li, and Z. Li, ‘‘A QR code based
tracing method for fresh pork quality in cold chain,’’ J. Food Process Eng.,
vol. 41, no. 4, Mar. 2018, Art. no. e12685, doi: 10.1111/jfpe.12685.

[28] J. Huang, T. Zhou, H.-C. Chang, and D. Xie, ‘‘An optimized cyclic
weight algorithm of (47, 24, 11) QR code and hardware implemen-
tation,’’ IEEE Access, vol. 6, pp. 36995–37002, Jun. 2018, doi: 10.
1109/ACCESS.2018.2849700.

[29] M. Chen, N.-C. Xiao, M. J. Zuo, and Y. Ding, ‘‘An efficient algo-
rithm for finding modules in fault trees,’’ IEEE Trans. Rel., early access,
Oct. 1, 2019, doi: 10.1109/TR.2019.2940651.

[30] Y. Elderhalli, O. Hasan, W. Ahmad, and S. Tahar, ‘‘Formal dynamic
fault trees analysis using an integration of theorem proving and model
checking,’’ in NASA Formal Methods (Lecture Notes in Computer Sci-
ence), vol. 10811, A. Dutle, C. Muñoz, and A. Narkawicz, Eds. Cham,
Switzerland: Springer, 2018, pp. 139–156, doi: 10.1007/978-3-319-77935-
5_10.

[31] R. G. Bainy, K. M. Silva, S. Lotfifard, A. Guzman, and B. K. Johnson,
‘‘Dynamic zone selection for busbar protection based on graph theory and
Boolean algebra,’’ IEEE Trans. Power Del., vol. 35, no. 4, pp. 1769–1778,
Aug. 2020, doi: 10.1109/TPWRD.2019.2953594.

[32] S. Perveen, H. Ashfaq, and M. Asjad, ‘‘Reliability assessment of solar
photovoltaic systems based on fuzzy fault tree analysis,’’ Life Cycle Rel.
Saf. Eng., vol. 8, no. 2, pp. 129–139, Jun. 2019, doi: 10.1007/s41872-018-
0068-2.

YUHONG DONG received the B.S. degree in
agricultural mechanization and automation from
Shandong Agricultural University, China, in 2016.
She is currently pursuing the master’s and Ph.D.
degrees with the College of Agricultural Engineer-
ing, China Agricultural University, Beijing, China,
in 2017. Her research interests include the mea-
surement of soil nutrients, the model algorithm
for calculating the amount of fertilization, and
the improvement of fertilization devices. She also

aims to establish a fertilization system by which automatic fertilization can
be realized when the machine obtains soil information feedback. Her awards
and honors include a second class scholarship for her master and Ph.D.
studies at China Agricultural University.

ZETIAN FU received the B.S., M.S., and Ph.D.
degrees in agricultural engineering from the Agri-
cultural Mechanization Institute, Beijing, China,
in 1982, 1984, and 1988, respectively. From
1995 to 2014, he was a Full Professor and the
Vice President with China Agricultural University,
where he has been a Full Professor with the Yantai
Institute, since 2014. His research interests include
the application of information and communica-
tion technology in agro-food quality and safety

traceability systems and mobile terminal oriented agricultural information
service integrated technology. He has led and contributed to over 40 research
projects funded by national and international organizations. His projects have
been highly recognized by different level academic organizations and the
government, with more than 11 books and over 200 research articles been
widely published in both national and international journals.

STEVAN STANKOVSKI (Member, IEEE) received
the B.S. degree in electrical engineering from the
University of Novi Sad, Novi Sad, Serbia, in 1987,
the M.S. degree in computer science and automa-
tion and the Ph.D. degree in intelligent auto-
mated systems from the University of Belgrade,
Belgrade, Serbia, in 1991 and 1994, respectively.
Since 1987, he has been an Assistant Professor
and a Full Professor with the Faculty of Technical
Sciences, University of Novi Sad. He has hosted or

participated in 14 national research projects and is the author of three books
and more than 12 articles. His work is focused on the development and ana-
lytical and research skills of mechatronics, intelligent systems, automation,
and identification. He is a member of International TEAM Society.

161274 VOLUME 8, 2020

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.foodcont.2018.01.008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/RAM.2017.7889759
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/RAM.2017.7889759
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ress.2017.11.024
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.foodres.2018.04.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.emj.2016.04.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.aqrep.2017.01.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.aqrep.2017.01.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-75408-6_41
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/jfpe.12685
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/ACCESS.2018.2849700
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/ACCESS.2018.2849700
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TR.2019.2940651
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-77935-5_10
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-77935-5_10
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TPWRD.2019.2953594
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s41872-018-0068-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s41872-018-0068-2


Y. Dong et al.: Nutritional Quality and Safety Traceability System for China’s Leafy Vegetable Supply Chain

SIYU WANG received the bachelor’s degree from
the College of Food Science and Technology, Nan-
jing Agricultural University, China, in 2014, and
the M.Sc. degree in engineering from the College
of Technology, ChinaAgricultural University, Bei-
jing, China, in 2016. Her work is predominantly
focused on evaluation of the nutritional quality and
the whole process quality traceability system of
leafy vegetables. She aims to use the principle of
HACCP and fault tree analysis method to establish

the whole process tracing model of leafy vegetables and study the evaluation
of leaf vegetable nutritional quality by establishing an index system of leaf
vegetable nutritional quality.

XINXING LI received the B.S. degree in infor-
mation management and information system from
the Shenyang University of Chemical Technology,
Beijing, China, in 2006, and the Ph.D. degree
in agricultural engineering from China Agricul-
tural University, Beijing, in 2012. Since 2014,
he has been an Associate Professor with China
Agricultural University. He has presided over or
participated in seven national research projects
and published 15 articles as the first author. His

research interests include agricultural information, nondestructive testing of
meat freshness, and the application of spectroscopy in agricultural produc-
tion. He has won the Dabei Agricultural Technology Innovation Award and
theMinistry of Education Science and Technology Progress Award in China.

VOLUME 8, 2020 161275


